Gestational trophoblastic diseases: recent advances in histopathologic diagnosis and related genetic aspects.
Gestational trophoblastic disease refers to a spectrum of proliferative disorders of the placental trophoblast, with a wide range of histologic appearances and clinical behaviors. This review discusses the more recent developments in the diagnosis of these entities. Changes in criteria for the histologic diagnosis of these lesions due to earlier clinical diagnosis are reviewed, and the ability to make more accurate diagnoses due to the introduction of newer antibodies such as p57 is highlighted. A discussion of epithelioid trophoblastic tumor, a newly introduced tumor subtype, with its differential diagnosis from placental-site trophoblastic tumor and squamous cell carcinoma is also presented. Last, a brief discussion on the role of genetic studies and the future direction of research in elucidating the nature of this intriguing group of lesions is presented.